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; | Do not wonder at your concern for finding an Order of Coun- 


. it, and that to ſuffer for ſuch a 
all-che Nobilicy/ and Gentry. wich us, . who bave already ſuffered in 


| uch:a Declaration in our Churches, though it do not immediately : 
ms pery: in, "yet it ſets open our. Church-doors for it, and then S. 
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A LETTER from a Clergy - man in the City, 
| - To bis Friend in the Conmry, (© 
Containing his 'R E ASONS --: * 

For not Reading te DECLARATION.: Þ# 


S1R, 


cil publiſhed in the Gazerre for Reading the King's Declaration 

for Liberty of Conſcience-in all Churches and Chappels in this 
Kingdom. You deſire to know my "Thoughts ahour it, and I ſhall free- 
ly tell them j for this is not a time to berelerved. | 4 
- Our Enemies who have given our Gracious King this Counſel a- * 

gainſt us, have taken the rhoſt effetual way not only to ruine us, but 
to make us appear the Inſtruments of our own Ruine, that what courſe 
ſoever we take,''we be undone; and one fide or other will con- 
clude that we have undone our ſelves, and fall like Fools. ; 
To loſe our Livings and Preferments, nay our Liberties and Lives, 

in a plain and dire& oppoſition to Popery, as ſuppoſe for refuſing to 
read Maſs in our Churches, or toſwear to the 77em-Creed, is ah honou-' 
rable way of falling, and has the divine comforts of ſuffering for. Chriſt 
and his Religion ; - and I hope there is none of us but can chearfully. 
ſubmit to che. will of God in it. But this is not our preſent Caſe ; to 
read the Declaration,is not to. read the Maſs, nor to profeſs the Romiſh 
Faich 5 and therefore ſome will judge that there is no hurt in reading 
ch a Refuſal, is not to fall like Confeffors, 

but to ſuffer as Criminals for diſobeyingthe lawful Commands ofour 
Prince; but yet: we judge, and we have the concurring Opinions of 


this Cauſe, that to take away, the Telt and Penal: Laws at chis time, 
is but one ſtepfrom che introducing of Popery ; and therefore to rea 


ake its-own. time to enter :., So that ſhould we” comply with 
this Order, all good Proteſtants would deſpiſe and-hate us, and then 
we may be eaſily cruſhed, and ſhall ſoon fall with great diſhonour,and 
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< fol q ofi « bo fides, _ with fry difference : Gra fall fall a lictle 

nbt readin ration nee reſent 

_ at of an obſtinate and | be Rio Dibbaticks, a 

ic will ko. (ute to repreſent \it.to him; We ſhall as oy 

fall, and not after, if we do read it, and then we ſhall fall un- 
icied and. Aſp and it may be with- the Cutſes of the Nation, 
pr we hve ruined-by our Complience ; and this is fn way = 

2Yer .to be & more : And may I ſoffer all that eat be 1d 

Morld, rather than a to the final Ruine of the beſt —_—_ 

in the World. 

- Let us then examine this matter impartially, 25 thoſe who have no 
mind either to ruine themſelves, or to Tuirie the Church : I ſappoſe nv 
Miniſter of the-Church of 'E»g/a:d can give his Conſent to the Decla. 
ration, Let tis cheh confider whether reading tht Declaration in our 

- Churchies be nor in wer tm td Conſent, rw WAll tot with greae' 

- reaſon, be interpreted t6 beſo | 

Fir#, By our Law all Neri Officers #46 acconntable for their 

Keene: The Aurhority of hn gg though of the King himfald,: 

anof. Juſtifie inferiour muck leſs the Minifters of State; if 
hey ;0ld 5s e atiy N al Gorttmands'} - whict ſhews, rhar-our 

Law does - norlog nets Se was Church or Stateeo-bb nicer. 

Machines and. Tools'to be matizged wholly by "the Will of Superi- 

ours, GthGut excicifitip any At of Judgtnent or-Reafon themſelves; 

oh 1 inferioar Miniſters were no more putiſhable thai: the Horſe 
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band and te: and yer. this is the orfly Reaſon I-know, 
by. we, mult not obey Prince againft the Laws of the: or:the 
Fas ere5gy d, 'becaiiſe what we do; ler'the Attthority be-what fcciwill 
2 two becetnes our: owh AR; 'an@ We OY ecipoefige for 

- and * LS efore, it truſt imply drown Conſe. © 
dx hdve a gteates the ant 6bligh- 


oe: 
tion that oy: af ona ant-condutt of mens Souls, 
Le __ are boutid l Sint whit they, $abliſh in-their 
| Bt Churches, 
1 & | | 


7 ht © Yr Emaar py 


A _ 
Sola RY 


(3) | | 
Churches; be. rieither contrary to the Laws of the Land; nor to the 
good of the Church : For the Minit iſters of Religion are not lookt upon 
25 common Cryers, bue what they Read, they are ſuppoſed to recom: . 
mend tao, thd they do no-more than Read it ; and therefore ts read 
any thing in the Church, which I do not conſent to and approve, nay 
which I think prejudicial to Religion,and the Church of God,as well as 
contrary to the Laws of the Land, is to Miſ-guide =_—_— and to 
Diſſemble with God and Men ; becauſe it is preſum'd,that Inceither do, 
nor ought to read anything in-theChurch, which I do notin ſome de- 
. gree approve. Indeed, let mens private opinions be what they-will, in 

the nature of the thing, he that Reads ſuch a Declaration to his Pea- 
ple, teaches them by ic: For is notReading Teaching? Suppoſe then 
i do not conſent to what I read, yet I conſent to teach my People 
-what I read : and herein is the evil of it ; for it may be it were no 
fault to conſent to the Declaration, but if I conſent to teach my Peo- 
ple what I do not conſent to, myſelf, I am ſure that is a great one : 
And he who can diſtinguiſh between conſenting to read the Dedara- 
tion, and conſenting to teach the People by the Declaration, when 
reading the Declaration is teaching it, has a very ſubtile diſtinguiſh- 
ing-Conſcience. Now if conſenting to read the Declaration be a:con- 
ſent to teach it my People, then the natural Interpretation of Reading 
the Declaration, is;-That he who Reads it, in ſuch a ſolemn ing- 
manner, Approves'it. 1f this be not fo, I'defire to know, why Imay 
pot read an Homily for Tranſabſtantiation, or Inyacation of Saints, 
or the Worſhip of Images, if the King ſends me ſuch gand Catholic 
. Homilies,andcommands me toread them ? And thus we may inftru& 
. our People in all the points of Popery, and recommend it rothem with 
all che Sophiftry and artificial Infinuations, in obedience to the King, 
with a very good Conſcience, becauſe without our conſent :- If it be 
ſaid, this would be a contradiction to the Dodtrine of our Church by 
Law eſtabliſhed ; ſo I rake the Declaration to be : And it we-may 
read the Declaration contrary to Law, becauſe it does not imply our 
conlent to it 5 ſo we may Popiſh Homilies, for the bare reading theme 
will not imply our conſent, no more than the reading the Declaratian 
does: But whether I conſent to the Doarine or no, it is certain I con- 
ſent to teach my People this Do&rine;z and it is to be conſidered, who- 
thor an honeſt-man can do this. 7 0M 7 = oli nah 
Thirdly, Tuppoleno man wili doubt, but the King intends, thar our 
Reading the Declaration thould ſignifie roche Nation, our Conſent aad 
"Approbation of it; for the Declaration does not wane Publiſhing, for  - 
i 1s {ufficiendy known already : but = Readiag i in our i” 
2 mu 
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-muſt ſerve inſtead of Addreſſes of Thanks, which the- Clergy 'gene- 
rally refuſed, though ic was only to Thank the King for His Gracious 
Promiſes renewed to the Church of England, int his Declaration, which 
was much more innocent, than-to publiſh the Declaration itſelf in our 
Churches: This would: pzrſwade one, that the King thinks our tead- 
ing the. Declaratien, to fignifis our Conſent, and that che People will 
«think it to be (o: And he that can fſatisfic his Conſcience, to do an 
. ation without conſent, which the nxture of the Thing, the Deſign, 

 andintention of the Command, amd the Sznze of the People expound 
'to be a Conſent, may, I think, as well fatisfie himſelf with Equivoca- 
tions and mental Reſervations. +, wry earl 

py TI are two things to be anſwered to this, which muſt be cenſi- 
- Geret. ; ; : "7 $55 4 

L .That the People underſtand our. Minds, and ſee that this is mat- 

| ter of Force upon us,'and meer Obzdience to the King. ' To which 
I anſwer, - BIA | HOES IT 

. I. Poſfibly the Peopte do underſtand that the matter of the Decla- 

:ration is againſt our Prineples: Bur is this any excuſe, that we read 

-that, and by reading recommend that to them, which. is againſt our 

-own Conſciences and Judgments? Reading the Declaration would 

-be no Faulc at all; but our Duty, when the King commands it, did we 
approve of the matter of it ; but to conſent to teach our Peopte ſuch 

' Dodtrines as we think contrary-to the Laws of God, or the Laws of 

. the Land, does not lefſen but aggravate the.Fault, and People mu& 

- yery good natured to think this an Excuſe. >39 

2. Ic is not likely that all the people will be of a mind in this matter, 

: ſome may excuſe it, others,and thole it eng ee moſt,the beſt,and the 

_ wiſeſt men, will condemn us for it, and' then how ſhall we juftifie our 

: ſelves againſt their Cenſures ?. whenthe world will be divided in their 

«Opinions, the plain way is certainly:the beſt, to do what we can juſti- 

fie-our ſelves;and then let men judge as they pleaſe. No men in Eng- 

- Zend will be pleaſed with our Reading the Declaration, but choſe who 
to make great advantage of itagainſt us, and againſt our Church 

Religion : , others will ſeverely condemn us for it, and.cenſure us. 

..as falſe to our Religion, and as Becrayers- both of Church and State : 

and beſides that, it does notbecome a Miniſter of Religion, to do.any 
- thing, which in the opinion of the moſt charitable men caa only be 
excuſed; for what needs:an excuſe, is either a: fault or looks very like 
. one; beſides this I ſay, I will nor truſt mens Charity ; thoſe who have 

- fuffered chemſelves in this Cauſe; will not excule us for fear of fuffer- 

- - Ing; thoſe who are inclined to exculs us now , will not do fo —_ 
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they conſider the thing better , and come. to feel the ill conſequeſ\ces | 
of it : when our Enemies open their eyes,and tell them what our Rea- 
ding the Declaration ſignified , which they will then tell as-we ought 
| to have ſeen before, though they were: no bound to ſee it 5 for we are 
to glide and inſtruct them, not theyus. *. | ET 
IL. Others therefore think, that when we read the Declaration, 
we ſhould publickly profeſs, that it is notour own judgment, butchat 
we only read it in obedience to. the King; and then our reading it 
cannot imply our conſent to it + Now this is only: Proteſt atio contra fa- 
Huw, which all people will laugb at, andſcorn us, for-;_for ſuch a ſo- 
lemn reading it in the time of Divine Service, when all men ought 
to be nioſt grave and ſerious, and far from diſſembling with God or 
Men, does in the nature of the thing imply our approbation ; and 
ſhould we dedare the.contrary, when we read it, what ſhall we fa 
to thoſe -who ask us, . Why 'then :do: you read ir ? Butlet thoſe who 
have a mind ery this way, . which, for my part, I take to be a greater 
and more unjuſtifiable provocation of the' King, than not to read it ; 
and, I ſuppoſe, thoſe whe do not read it, will be' thought plainer 
and honefter men, and will eſcape as well as thoſe who read it and 
_ proteſt againſt it: and yet nothing leſs than an expreſs Proteſtation a- 
gainſt it will ſalve this:matter ; for only to ſay, they readir meerly in 
obedience to the King, does not expreſs their diſſent: it ſignifies in- 
deed, that they would not have read it, if the King had not com- 
manded it ; but theſe words do not ſignifie, that they diſapprove ofthe 
_ Declaration, when their reading it, though only in- obedience tothe 
King, ſignifies cheir approbation of it,: as much as actions can ſignifie 
a conſent: let us call-to mind /how it fared with thoſe in. King Charles 
the Firſt's Reign, who read the Back of Sports, as it:was called;and then 
preached againſt it, ; - Fl - 
; To return then: to our Argument; If reading the Declaration in - 
our Churches be in the nature of the action, in the intention of the 
.command, ;in the opinion of the People, an interpretative conſent te 
_ [. it, I think my ſelf bound in conſcience not to read it, becauſe Iam 
bound in onnience not:to approve it : AREAS > 
_ ©... Iris againſtthe Conſtitution of the Church of England, which is 
*>.,eftabliſhed by Law,.and to which I have ſubſcribed, and therefore 
am bound in conſcience to teach nothing contrary to. it, while this. - 


Obligation laſts: 4 F | 
. It 15 to teach an unlimited and univerfal Toleration., which the 
Parliament in 72. declared illegal, and which has been condemned 


It 


'by the Chriſtian Church in all Ages : 


?Je'is to teach my Pedple,” that they need never. come to Churehi 


* more, but have my free Jeave, as they have. the Kings, to go to a 


Conventicle, or te. Maſs: 25041 Tis ' A903, 6 
Ttis tot the diſpenſing Pawer, which alters, what has been for- 
merly thought, the whole Conftitutien'of this Church and Kingdom : 
_ we dare; tiot da, till we have the Authority of Parliament 
tor 1t': 4 | | = 
Ir is to recommend to our People, the choice of ſuch perſons to fit 
in Parliament, as ſhall take away the Trfand Penal Lawt, whichmeft 
of the = —{þ and-Gentry of: che Nation have declared their judg- 
-ment againſt : £219 og Sore $4 oe nb 
It is to condemn all thoſe great anti worthy Patriots of their Ceun- 
try, who forfeited the deareſt thing inthe Werld to them, next a good 
Conſcience, wit. The favaur of their Prince, and-a greatmany'hs- 
noprable and profitable Employ ments with it ; rather than - conſent 
ro that Propoſal .of taking away the Teftand Penal Laws, whieh they 
apprehend deſtructive to the Church of . Exgliand and the Proteſtant Re- 
Jigion 3 and he:who can in cenſcience do all this, I think need feruple = 


For let us conſider further, what the efieRs and conſequences of our 
reading the Declaration. are likety to be, and I think chey are matter 
.of Conſcience: too, when they-are evidenc and apparent. 

This will certainly render our Perſons and Miniſtry infinitely con- 


:temptible, which is againſt chae Apoſtolick Canon, Ler rio 1.4» de 


thee, Titus 2. x5. That is,ſo to behaye himſelfin his Miniſterial 


a5 not to fall under contempe ; and therefore this obliges the Conſei- 
.eNCE, +not to make our ſelves ridiculous, nor to render our Miniſtry, 


our Counſels, Exhortations, -Preaching, Wricing, of no effe@t, which 
4s a thouſand times worſe than being ſilenced: Our Sufferings will 
Preach more _——— to the People, when we cannot to 
them : haut he who for Fear or Cowatdize, cor the Love of this World, 


betrays his Church and Religion by undue compliances, and wM 'cer- 


tainly bs thought to do fo, may continue to Preach, but tens purpoſe; 


and when we have fendred our ſelves ridiculous and concemprible, we 

thall then quickly fall, and fall unpicicd. | : 
© Ther: 5 'nathing will ſo efſeAually tend £0 the finel ruin of the 
Charch of England, becauſe. our Reading. the Declaration will dif- - 
courage, or provoke, or miſguide, all the Friends.cthe Church of Eng- 
laid has: can we blameany man for 'not preſerving the Laws and 


" the Religion of aur Church and Nation, when we* our ſelves wyl 


venture nothing for it? car we blame any man for conlenting to _ | 
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ans TFe and Pere! Lows, 'when. we recomimiend{it' to-them by 

the Declaration ?' have we not reaſon to expect that the No- 
bility and Gentry, who havealready ſuffered in this Canſo, when they 
hear themſelves condemned for it in all the Charchesof England, will 
chiak it rimeo' mend fuch a fault, and reconcile themſelves to their 
Pririce ?-and if our Church fall this way, is there any reaſon to ex- 
pee that- it ſhould ever riſc again? T Conſeq uences- are almoſt as. 
erident as Demonſtrations) andler ie be what it Wills in it ſe, which' 
I forefes will deſtroy the he Ehurih, of Englawd arid the Proteſtant Religion. 
and Þtereff; I think I ought to bm as much conſcience of doing i it, 
as of doing the moſt immoral a&ion in narure.. 

To ſay, that thele miſchievous. conſequences are not abſolutely ne-. 
ceſfary, ant tetefore do nor-afe@ the Conſcience; becauſe wer ate 
not certain they will follow,-' is x very-mean Objettion ; Moral ARti- 
ons indeed have not ſach-neceſlkry conſequences, as naniral cauſes 
ou ing hs Dera becauſe 'no moral cauſes att neceſlarily _ 

ation will not as neceffarily deſtroy the Charth a 
Entlenk, as fire burns Wood”, bur if the conſequence be:plain: and-1 - 
t;//the-moft like thing: that-<ars Happets, if it be unreaſonable. 
bd to expect other , if itbe:what iv'plainly intended andidefigned, 
aſt ftever have any regard-to Moral pebenengs. of wy | 
Raton, or if everthey are to be confidered, are irt this caſe. { 
are the Nobility and Gentry poniny averſe tothe 'Re- { 
inked che Teftand Penal Laws/2i why do they! foifele King's Fa- þ 
vour, and their Henonrable Stadietis;ivacherithen comply widh:ic?inf | 
you ſay that this tends to deſtroy the Church of Evgland-and the Pro- [: 
teftanttRehigion , I a whether this be the necefſiry conſequence of f; 
it 2- whether-the King-cannet keep his premile to the Church of Eng- 
_ land if the Teſt and Penal. Laws/be Repealed ?; We cannot wen wy 
on was bet ey ag tha Nation dacsnot ho ry en :'g: 
thoſe great men who-deay'ir > wnd of 1H ano quent 
op men put-to ts "We rhink we vagteinConddence rs deny theny'ottr | 
Res: D nh wy + there not as high prababilicies, . an WEE the. i 
j 


promdtethe.Reptal of the 'Teft enal Laws, as. 
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(8) 
SLY of Repealing the Teſt and Penal Laws, be a: good reaſon 
not to poly with it, I cannot ſee but that the as probable il conſe- 
qaences of Reading the Declaration, is as good a reaſon not to read ic; . 
The moſt material ObjeRion is,that the Diſſenters, whom we ought 
not to provoke, will expound our not Reading it, tobe the effe& of 
2 Perſecuting Spirit: Now 1 wonder men ſhould lay any weight on 
this, who will not allow:che moſt probable conſequences of: our ARi- 
ons, to have aoy influence.,upon Conſcience : for-if wemult com- 
pare > conſequences, to diſoblige all the Nobility and Gentry by Read- 
ing it, is likely to be much more facal , than to anger che Diiſenters : 
. and it is more likely , and there is much more. reaſon for it , that.one 
fhould be offended than the ocher :, For.the Diflenters who are Wiſe 
and conſider ring, are henſible of the: ſnare: RE, and ea Bob oy 
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| TW 
I 22. 1688, | Tour Friend and Brother 


POSTSCRIPT. 
= brews Calf ene" ;ſem!H: Care's'P aper caltta, The Public Occurrences, whith camt out to 
day, and cannot but ſet you right ag ty by News about | the Res of thePec{eretion on 
Sunday ; He tells you, * That ſeveral Divines of tbe Church od end. about this Ci- 
© ty, eminent {or thiir Pitly and Moderation, | yeſterday Read © #ajiſty's latt Diclava- 
_ ©-x:0n-ix their Churches, according to the Order in that bebalf ; but ſome (to the great far- 
© prizg af their. Pariſboners) were pltaſtd to decline ir.” . Toxin the Cquntry are fom this Ac 


count to'd:liove, ir was Rug amen NnY , 6x4 by the eminent 
roy nn 4h, aud. do. affare yo that: mak Fo Sher mot 1 ious 1yts 
we bited : if to this City w 1d Parih 


only in Four or Five Churches; all the ode eſuſine-it rvery« 

f hwy _ 6 their Fames who read oy bis! Er mention t 4 kr oojeFug 
"a little re7 4 C's; Account x them. And for the 

&s of, the contre ferns, that in 'Wood-ftreer, w here jt wat & 


rhoagndy 4. of che Church. .: TV#,T rell you, ny ce 
1yan, whic for Brad, can; vouch 
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